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Cassava (Manihot esculenta) is grown in tropical and sub-tropical areas worldwide for the edible 
starchy roots (tubers) which are major food source in the developing world. This paper examines 
gender involvement in cassava production in Ondo State, Nigeria as a means towards increased 
food sufficiency and consequently curbing food crisis. It critically identified the specific gender 
involvement in cassava production and gender inequality is noticed and this constitutes a 
bottleneck to development, calling for a review of government policies on agriculture to all the 
elements that place women farmers at a disadvantage. Primary data were collected through 
structured interview to 80 women farmers randomly selected from list of women farmers 
provided by the Voice of Women in the Development of Agriculture, Nigeria. Descriptive 
statistics was used to analyses the data. The study revealed that the involvement of women 
farmers was very high (75%) while that of men was low (20%) with the involvement of the 
youth (5%). It was suggested that to curb food crisis and increase the participation of gender in 
cassava value chain production, there is the need for advocacy for equitable integration of both 
men and women in cassava production in Nigeria. 
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